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1.) You are a Uruguayan author and educator of ESL (English as Second Language)
and Spanish. When and how did you discover your love for teaching languages?

I discovered my love for languages when I was a teenager and I started to take my second
language studies seriously. My English teacher was one of the best educators I ever met.
We are friends today and she has partially inspired my love for teaching. The other source
of inspiration came organically,  while I  was tutoring some young kids for school. I  just
realized how amazing it is to help somebody figure things out and learn in the process.
That exchange, I thought, was very enriching and meaningful. Thus, I decided to pursue
teaching as a career. 

2.)   You have  taught  in  schools  where they use a  Dual  Language Program and
Immersion Programs. For those readers who are not familiarized with them, please
explain  the  difference.  What  are  some  of  the  challenges  and  benefits  of  such
programs?

In  a  Dual  Language  program,  children  are  taught  all  content  and  literacy  in  both
languages.  In  an  immersion  program,  they  are  only  taught  in  the  target  language.



Honestly, these kind of programs offer more benefits than challenges. Not only do they
help children become fully bilingual at an early age, which is a great asset, but they also
expose them to a culturally diverse environment. In most of these programs, faculty comes
from different countries and backgrounds, and they bring this into the classroom. Some of
the challenges could be to keep some children in the target language. If they don’t speak it
at home, they tend to resort to their native language in the classroom. Another challenge
could be to find faculty that is a native-speaker or proficiently fluent in the target language. 

3.)  Now let us talk about your website, Cuentacuento.com. What motivated you to
create it? When did you realize the need for these resources?

As a teacher, I have always been looking for resources that were engaging, effective, and
age appropriate. It is not as easy as it may seem. Usually, materials were too advanced for
the kids to understand it,  or they were bland, irrelevant.  Most of  the time, I  ended up
creating my own stuff which was very time consuming. Later on, I realized I was not alone
in this, so I decided to create “Cuentacuento” to help teachers find stories and companion
materials that enabled them to save time while providing lessons that are empowering and
effective. I am just starting with this but I am planning to continue my book series and
create a community of educators where we can help and inspire each other.

4.)   Why did you choose to incorporate the F.A.C.E.S method into your stories?
Targeted group for your curriculum? Have you reached your goal?

F.A.C.E.S.,  which  stands  for  FUN,  AFFIRMATION,  CHALENGE,  EXPRESSION  AND
SUCCESS, is a learning framework. I am one of the proud creators at Align Education,
LLC, a company that provides educational and evaluation services (AlignEd21.com). We
strongly believe that these elements are crucial for student achievement. Thus, when we
incorporate these in our lessons, students see themselves as part of the learning process.
They don’t just sit and digest information; they have voice and choice over what happens
in the classroom. This framework can be used with any curriculum and age. My stories’
main audience is pre-K and K levels although depending on the teacher’s creativity, they
can be used with older ages. I used it with my middle school students and they loved it. 

My stories are created with the F.A.C.E.S. framework in mind because I believe in it and I
think it can really help students and teachers thrive. When students can relate to the story,
the characters, and the emotions involved, they will  remember the content better.  This
emotional attachment leads to long lasting learning. 

Have I reached my goal? Well, I can say this is a process and I am reaching my goal one
story at a time. It takes time to educate school administrators and teachers on something
new  and  show  proof  of  its  effectiveness.   Once,  they  see  FACES  in  action,  they
understand why it  is worth trying it.  Easy to implement and relevant to the social  and
academic changes we are experiencing in US schools today.

5.)  Now let us talk about your first release, Omar, el Jaguar (2019 Align Education,
LLC) In order to publish your book, you use https://www.kickstarter.com to finance
its cost. Would you recommend this method to other self-publishing authors? Who
were your beta readers?

Kickstarter is not for the weak of heart. It takes a lot of work before, during, and after the
campaign. You need to educate people, connect with them, and convince them that your
book is worth buying. If you are in for that, then yes, I’d highly recommend it. Personally, I
learned a lot through my campaign, I got a lot of exposure and I connected with great



educators, parents, and other authors. I loved the thrill of having a deadline and being an
all or nothing campaign. I pushed me to move and to create. 

My beta readers were certified translators, educators, parents, and of course, children.
Seeing kids’ reactions when reading my book, told me right away if the book was a winner
or if I should start another story. 

6.)  In the book description, you mentioned the story “celebrates diversity.” Why did
you deem necessary to emphasize that? How is it portrayed in the story? What are
you trying to achieve?

We are a diverse planet, and this involves ethnic, racial, gender, religion, age, ability, etc.
This calls for more representation because when a child doesn’t see himself or herself
represented in the media, in books, in school curriculum, then we have a problem. How
are we going to empower children and allow them to succeed in whatever they pursue if
we are telling them there is no space for them here? We also need to help children be kind
and accepting of other people’s ideas and differences at an early age. These will hopefully
raise a more emphatic and peaceful generation.

In Omar, el jaguar, this jaguar learns that his friends don’t have to look like him to be good
play buddies.  In  fact,  he realizes that  they all  share a common home and that  being
different could be an asset after all. 

7.)  In addition to the book, you also created an “Educator's Guide” and a “Coloring
Poster.” 

How have these resources been perceived by other educators and homeschoolers?

I have received very good feedback about these. Both of these companions to the book
are  time  savers,  something  those  who  teach  really  appreciate!  The  educator’s  guide
provides lesson plans, printables, project ideas,  and guiding questions to use with  the
story. The coloring poster can be used for coloring fun, but it can also serve as a great
storytelling prompt or conversation starter. These are great resources to bring the story to
the next level. 

8.)  Have you done public readings of  Omar, el Jaguar? How have the audience
reacted? Where you able to sell the book?

Yes, I have done several readings at public libraries, local events, festivals, and schools.
The book is only in Spanish so if the audience was mostly English speakers, I  had to
provide some translation to enable understanding. The illustrations are a great help for
these situations because they are simple, eye-appealing and representative of the story. I
also talk about the jaguar and its endangered environment.  I talk about the process of
becoming an author and writing a book (which kids love to hear!). We discuss diversity and
why it should be embraced, etc. It all depends on the audience age and type of event. This
is one of my favorite things to do and the audience responds very well. We talk, we dance,
we laugh…, and yes, I am also able to sell books.

9.)  Where can our readers buy your book?

They can visit my website www.cuentacuento.com and purchase the book and resources
there. The e-book version is available on Amazon.

http://www.cuentacuento.com/


10.)  Where can our readers contact you to schedule a reading or know more about
your program?

They can send me an email at  andrea@cuentacuento.com I’ll be happy to answer any
questions or schedule a reading.

11.)  A word of advice to educators who are looking for creative ways to teach.

As educators, we must be creative. I cannot think of other way to teach. Our studentship is
becoming more and more diverse, and again, I don’t mean culturally diverse only. We are
having more and more students diagnosed with attention disorders, dyslexia, etc. Thus,
we need to cater for all those needs. 

Personally, I have found that teaching can be a rather isolating experience. Sometimes it is
just you, your room, and the kids. For this reason, I recommend observing other teachers, 
joining groups in person or online where you can get feedback, advice, and inspiration. 
Watch educational videos, listen to podcasts, go to Pinterest… Nowadays, with technology
the sky is the limit! We need to find our tribe to help each other navigate the wonderful yet 
challenging path of educating our youth. 
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