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1.) Use six powerful adjectives to describe yourself.

Circumspect, empathetic, unpretentious, tenacious, but often somnolent. And this one not found in
some dictionaries: cynophilic.

2.)  In your  Bird Face series,  you used humor,  hope,  and mystery to address  some of  the
challenges young people face today. How does your new historical fiction novel,  The Other
Side of Freedom, contrast with it?

Although The Other Side of Freedom takes place in a specific and lesser-known historical setting,
the emotions felt and types of challenges faced by the young characters are timeless and universal.
Mystery is  found in all  my novels.  It’s  common in real  life,  and young people seem to enjoy
mysterious elements in fiction. While the Bird Face series contains mysteries surrounding human
relationships, the mystery in The Other Side of Freedom pertains to a crime.

3.) Which events in Italy had a pivotal effect on Salvatore and his family which caused their
immigration to a southern farming community in USA?

A lot of turmoil existed in the homeland of Sal’s family.  The island of Sicily and all the other
independent states of Italy had joined and become one nation, which the population had to adjust to.
At the same time, a strong criminal element known under two or more names in Sicily plagued the
people and endangered them. After the emancipation and departure of slaves from the southern
U.S., plantations and large farms needed replacements to work the fields. The U.S. encouraged
companies to solicit for field workers in places like Sicily, where people had knowledge of farming
and were used to working hard in the heat. Sicilians and other Italians eagerly signed up to come to



America to work. 

4.)  An  Italian  immigrant  family  and  black  descendants  of  slaves  in  a  southern  farming
community entwine with bigotry, bootlegging, police corruption, and gangs set the stage for a
thought-provoking plot. How does Sal and his family cope with all these elements while trying
to protect their newly found “Freedom”?

It was 1925, and Italian immigrants and black descendants of slaves who’d chosen to stay in the
South  often  worked  side-by-side  on  sugar  cane  plantations  and  other  plantations  and  farms.
Prejudice against both groups prevailed in many areas, so families feared for their safety at times.
When the criminal element from Sicily followed immigrants like Sal’s family to America, their fear
was compounded. During Prohibition, bootlegging was a big-money operation for those criminals,
and local police sometimes aided them. It is fortunate that during this time, federal law enforcement
began to crack down on the criminal element we call the Mafia. Documentation shows that many
Italian immigrants cooperated with authorities to bring all sorts of criminals to justice. The local,
native populations began to recognize that their Italian neighbors worked hard and wanted to be
law-abiding American citizens who could leave their old ways and old world behind. Like for the
fictional Scaviano family, freedom and respect were hard-fought and won through their work ethic
and abidance of the law in their new homeland.

5.) What can young readers learn from Sal's predicaments?

In a difficult situation, seek facts and search for truth. Learn whom to trust, which can take a while.
Discuss things with a parent or an adult who has proven he or she can be trusted. Weigh decisions
carefully. Sometimes the right thing to do is not easy to determine, and it can come with personal
sacrifice.

6.) Have you considered writing a Teacher’s or Book Club Guide Supplement for your new
release, The Other Side of Freedom, just as you did for the Bird Face series? 

I have wanted to expand the discussion questions currently found in the back of The Other Side of
Freedom into a teacher’s or book club guide. I tried to cover all curricula with the first Bird Face
guide, but I was hoping I’d get feedback from teachers about what they’d like to see in a guide for
The Other Side of Freedom.

7.)  The  book  cover  of  your  new  release,  The  Other  Side  of  Freedom,  provides  food  for
thoughts. Message behind it?

As one reader said, the look in the boy’s eyes reflects the troubling emotions and dilemma that Sal
experiences. The two other children are his friends, Hiram and Antonina. I originally had hoped for
a cover where all three of their faces looked in the same direction into the distance, but this was the
cover that my publisher chose.

8.) How did winning the Catholic Press Association Award facilitate the marketing of your
books? Share with our readers the emotional roller coaster of such experience. 

The morning I found out from a friend that the book had won a CPA book award was the best
morning of 2018! Because I am a member of Catholic Writers Guild and Catholic Teen Books, the
award  afforded  many  marketing  opportunities  there.  In  addition,  I  think  awards  from  press
associations are respected in general among readers. I spread the word across social media. The
award did gain me recognition among Catholics, which resulted in new readers!



9.) Benefits and/or disadvantages of joining writers groups such as the Catholic Writers Guild
and the Historical Novel Society. 

I  haven’t  found  any disadvantages  in  joining  writers  groups  or  guilds.  I  can  also  recommend
American Christian Fiction Writers, which has some state and local chapters. New writers should
look into writers’ organizations and peruse their websites to learn what they provide that writers
might participate in or take advantage of. Remember to search for groups particular to one’s city or
state.

10.) You published all your books with Write Integrity Press, what make this publisher stand
out among other publishing options in the market?

This small publisher of books written by Catholics and other Christians has had a good reputation. I
already was acquainted with one of the authors and her work, which I admired. Once I signed on, I
didn’t want to look elsewhere.

11.) How can our readers contact you?

Through my website www.CynthiaTToney.com or my blog www.birdfacewendy.wordpress.com

12.) A word of advice to new author.

I’ve never written a story because of a popular trend, so I advise that a new author write a story he
or she wishes to tell, without concern about what is selling right now. By the time a book is written
and published, trends might change. But one problem I’ve seen is in trying to tell one’s personal
story as fiction. If the story is about one’s own life or personal experience, it is better told as a
memoir.  In planning to write  fiction,  study the structure of a  novel or short  story.  If  writing a
memoir, study other memoirs and instructional books about that type of writing.

READERS' COMMENTS:

Date Received: 07.09.19 at 2:59 pm 

Name: kph52013 

Comments: “The Other Side of Freedom” is a wonderful book! Great interview, too!

Reply: (September 9, 
2019 at 7:19 pm)

Tannia: Thanks for commenting and for your compliment. It was a pleasure
to interview her.
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