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1. Tell us about yourself. 

Lauralee Bliss is a multi  published author of  ten historical  and contemporary romance 
novels and four novellas. Lauralee’s desire is that readers will come away with both an 
entertaining story and a lesson that ministers to the heart. Besides writing, Lauralee enjoys 
hiking  in  the  great  outdoors,  traveling  to  do  research  on  her  upcoming  novels,  and 
gardening. 

Her website is http://www.lauraleebliss.com. 

2. Who do you consider the pioneer of Christian romance? Who is your all  time 
favorite writer? 

From the early days (15 years ago) I enjoyed the romances put forth by a male author – 
Gilbert Morris. He brought not only history to life but also the idea of Christian romance 
through the art of storytelling. I believe he paved the way for Christian fiction overall. I have 
enjoyed his books over the years and am now enjoying Robin Lee Hatcher. 

3. What aspect of Christian romance awaken in you the desire to write this type of 
literature? 

The idea that Christian women are seeking a satisfying love story not clouded over by the 
world’s portrayal of lust and immorality. To be able to write a story where God orchestrates 
a relationship, and the hero and heroine can experience true, satisfying love through Him. 
That is what I wish to convey in my writing. 

4. Based on your experience, what are the basic elements of writing an entertaining 
and lesson driven romantic story? 

I like to fashion a tale where the readers will continue to turn the pages, one that is not 
formula per say but has elements within that will keep the reader guessing. And mixed with 
it, I like to weave a lesson from scripture that the story helps to illuminate. One must have 
a solid plot, a hero and a heroine readers can relate to and with good character portrayal 
(especially  if  they  are  fallible  and  grow as  they  learn  each  other  and  God),  and  an 
antagonist to make the story interesting. And one cannot overestimate the importance of 
knowing general good writing skills as well as a grasp of sentence structure, grammar, etc. 

5. For your latest book in the  Virginia Weddings mystery series,  The Wish,  you 
chose the  provocative theme of  love among young and old. Are these books based 
on  your  personal  experience?  If  not,  what  inspired  this  mix  of  age  difference 
relationship surrounded by mystery and intrigue?  

Many of my stories do have personal experience in them. Such as one of the books in my 
collection, Virginia Weddings - “The Wish” is set in a long term care facility. It is based on 
my actual experience as a nursing assistant caring for older residents. I wanted to bring 
forth the idea that love can occur at any age and then weave in a mystery element to add 
legs to the story and engage the reader's interest. 

6. Your newest release, Blue Ridge Brides, is co-written with two other writers. What 
brought you all together? Share with our readers the story line. How set itself apart 
from Virginia Weddings?  
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Each author had written separate historical novels that take place in North Carolina, so our 
publisher,  Barbour  Publishing,  repackaged  them  together  as  a  historical  romance 
collection, Blue Ridge Brides. My book, Journey to Love, chronicles the journey of Beth 
Colman who is determined to discover the fate of her relatives who were part of the Lost 
Colony, and inadvertently falls in love with her guide. It's exciting as this is a historical 
novel where Virginia Weddings are all contemporary romances with a hint of mystery, set 
in the state of Virginia. 

7. Are historic places your ''thinking spot'' for your historical romance books? Or is 
it  the  idea  of  reviving  love  in  old  places  the  driving  force  that  brings  you  to 
historical sites? 

I will travel to a historical site, delve into its history, and then construct a story from that 
place. Thus the historical site sets the stage for the story to come forth. Such as in my 
book, "Into the Deep" set in Mammoth Cave, Kentucky. Here I discovered the history – a 
tuberculosis hospital built inside a cave. I then constructed a story around this premise - a 
hero whose aunt died in the cave and his desire for revenge, and the heroine who makes 
money on cave tours but who wishes to love away his hurt. 

8. Your book,  Into the Deep, is the first of your historical romance collection to be 
available  at  the  Kentucky  Brides  Collection.  What  is  the  Kentucky  Brides 
Collection? Was the  location  of  the  story  the  main  qualifier  for  this  collection? 
Share with our reader how these two books found each other and were united under 
one cover. 

My publisher (Barbour Publishing) will  take previously published books set in the same 
state, for instance, and put them together into a regional collection. My other coauthors in 
Kentucky Brides had stories previously published that took place in the state of Kentucky. 

9. I noticed a pattern of series, collections, and a couple of stand alone books in 
your long list of published work. How do you pre-destine an idea after the moment 
of creation until it becomes a series, collection, or stand alone book. 

All my books are stand alone, but again, the publisher will repackage them as they see fit. 
In the mystery collection, with the books set in the state of Virginia, it became easy then to 
have them repackaged as Virginia Weddings. In this way each book receives multiple 
exposures to the public and leads to a longevity of the work. And that is a blessing, for a 
writer’s  desire  is  to  have  the  stories  enjoyed  by  as  many  readers  as  possible.  The 
repackaging helps make that happen. 

10. On 2002 your book,  To Live Again, was among the finalist for the EPPIE award. 
How this nomination influenced or affected your creativity? 

The  EPPIE  award  is  a  special  award  given  to  books  that  have  been  published  by 
electronic  format (or  e-book).  I  was very happy to receive the nomination as “To Live 
Again” is based on a true story told to me – of how two families who suffered tragedy are 
reunited through the efforts of their children. I don’t write for an award, per say, but I write 
to make a change in this world and to help those seeking a deeper walk with the Lord.

11. On 2007 you completed hiking the entire Appalachian Trail. Did you do this for 
the  love  of  nature,  seeking  for  adventure  or  for  spiritual  growth?  Would  you 
recommend this activity to others? Did you blog it? If yes, were can we read about 



your hiking adventure? Are you considering publishing a book about it?

Hiking the Appalachian Trail is something I had desired to do since I was 14 years of age. I 
thought it would be interesting to walk all the way from Georgia to Maine. But when I did 
the trail, I realized it was much more than simply a journey by foot but a true spiritual 
journey where I grew closer to God than ever before. 

You can read about this adventure in several places – first on my blog at: 

http://www.blissfulhiking.blogspot.com/

and the trail journal itself along with pictures at: 

http://www.trailjournals.com/blissful 

A book about the physical and spiritual journey is in the works. 

12. Tells us about your blog, Blissful Writing Thoughts. 

This  newly  constructed  blog  relays  my  feelings  as  I  journey  the  path  of  writing,  the 
struggles  and  the  blessings  and  what  God  is  showing  me  through  this  journey. 
http://www.blissfulwritingthoughts.blogspot.com/

13. Are you working on new projects?
 
I am excited to introduce several new books set for release this fall. The first is a novella 
as part of a collection entitled Blue and Gray Christmas where men and women find love 
during the tragic setting of the Civil War. And my other novel is with a brand new publisher, 
Summerside Press,  Love Finds You in Bethlehem, New Hampshire where a lonely artist 
takes a leap of faith and submits a newspaper ad for a bride to fulfill the request by one of 
his chief buyers of his work. Little does he realize the one who answers is a poor woman 
of New York and how her life will transform not only his heart but all of Bethlehem. The 
books are available for pre-buy on Amazon.com

14. A word of advice for new writers. 

Persevere!! Keep on writing, no matter what barricades may lie in your way. When you are 
called to write, then write you must and never give up no matter what happens. It is a high 
and holy call in which God will give you the grace to accomplish all that He asks of you. 

  Tannia E. Ortiz-Lopés , author of The Window To My Soul; My Walk With Jesus
   (ISBN 0975393359; 2004 Tate Publishing; www.tatepublishing.com).  
 
   Author’s websites: timewithtannia.tripod.com., www.shoutlife.com/tanniaortizlopes,  and
   www.myspace.com/tanniaortizlopes  .     The author also has a blog at  www.amazon.com
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INTERVIEW COMMENTS:

Date Received: June 15, 2009
Name: Rosanne Catalano 
Email Address: (optional) ctrosanne@verizon.net 
Web site URL: (optional) http://www.rosannecatalano.net 
Where did you hear about this interview? Tannia Ortiz Lopes 

Comments: Dear Lauralee, Wow, I truly enjoyed your author interview with Tannia! I will 
be checking out your books, blog and journaling as soon as I possibly can. Also thanks for 
your inspiring advice for writers :) 

Rosanne Catalano, publisher/editor/author, The Cat's Meow for Writers & Readers, 
www.rosannecatalano.net  

Date Received: June 24, 2009   
Name: Pamela S Thibodeaux 
Email Address: (optional) pthib-7@centurytel.net 
Web site URL: (optional) http://pamelathibodeaux.com 
Where did you hear about this interview? facebook 

Comments: Great interview, Lauralee & Tannia! Best of luck and God's blessings on your 
writing. 

PamT 


